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Festival Shines Spotlight on Sephardic Culture

‘The sixth annual Sephardic Music Festival, which opened Dec. 1 and runs until Wednesday, promotes
‘Sephardic fashion, music and culture. Top, a woman modeling clothing from Baruch Chertok's label. Above,
Y-Love, left, launches the beginning of a fashion show and Matan Havari draws on the graffiti wall

DONOR OF THE DAY | By Shelly Banjo

Couple’s Trust Provides
Grants for Young Artists

During their lives, Edward
and Sally Van Lier helped chil-
dren and young adults enjoy
New York City’s cultural smor-
gasbord.

Now the charitable fund the
couple set up at Sally’s death
in 1988 s granting $700000 to

e than a dozen nonprofits
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and programs for young

orn into  famly of Hun-
‘garian immigrants at the turn
of the century, Ms, Van
struggled to launch a career in
show business. She got her
break in 1923 when she won a
local beauty contest and subse-
quently landed a role in the
Ziegfeld Follies on Broadway.
She went on to secure a role in
the first production of Flo
Ziegfeld's musical “Showboat.”
35, she married Ed-
ward, a real-estate investor. Al-
though the couple didn't have
children, they became involved
with the local YWCA near Man-
hattan'’s Grand Central Station
where they befriended a num-

At their death, the Van Liers
set up a fund with the New
York Community Trust, requir-
ing the fund be disbursed to
“provide education assistance

and training to gifted young
ersons who aspire to a career
in the arts.”

“Sally was no stranger to
what it was like to be a strug-
gling artist,” says Kerry McCa-
rthy, a program officer who
oversees grants to arts and cul-
ture for the New York Commu-
nity Trust, the largest private
funder of the city’s nonprofits.
“The Van Liers’s role of helping
gifted and talented but w mder-
served young people
thearts wm omtinue for years

© 1991, the trust began
making grants to arts organiza-
tions to award Van Lier fellow-
ships to low-income and mi-
nority artists at two critical
points: pre-college, for training
to help prepare for admission
to college or conservator
and post-college, to develop a
body of work and make the
transition from student to pro-
fessional artist.

‘When students are in
school, they are surrounded by
an academic environment that
can nurture them,” Ms. McCa-

“Its getting into these
schools that are tough and

challenging world of finding

space, resources and work.”
For that reason, the fund

has awarded more than $11

million to more than 130 arts
training groups including the
Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theatre, the Manhattan School
of Music and Dancewave, a pre-
profesionsl performing arts
training center in Brook
“The van Lier Scholarship
il give these Kids many of

Kerry McCarthy




